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KEEPING AN ARMED PEACE IS A HAIR TRIGGER BUSINESS

Y

Unarmed and innocent looking.

By EDWIN C. HILL. coote, sounding nt tlmc3 like the
st.rlrl! or a w. man In agony ; murmurs

OUNO In theKllgore, private Ilut,rInBJ) ,,. t.rackllng f twigs,
Twenty-eight- h lnfnntry nml swish of bodies disturbing tho
sentinel of tlio border patrol, tlilcuct.

leaned from a cupola window of the
abandoned and dismantled court house

at Hidalgo. Tex., nnd nave his sun-

baked face to tho cool sweep of the
trade winds. It wuh a little after mid-

night and the breeze, whs llowitiK

ateadlly, doilclously, from the Gulf 1U0

miles to the southeast. It was one of

the few things that made life endur-
able along the border, and up and
'down the Itlo Grande the river guards
.were laving their smarting bcdjYs In

Ha coolness and thanking the Lord
that sleep was not far off.

But young Kllgoro had not been
aent to perch himself In the old bell-tow- er

merely to enjoy the trade winds.
He was one of a company of Infantry-
men that guard ten desolate miles of
the yellow river, one of tho handful of
picked men exiled In a district of un-

believable loneliness. Ho nnd hun-dre-

like him posted along the '1.S00

miles of the border from RrownsvMe
to Nogalcs were there to sec that the
Mealcanos did not sneak ncross the
river and strike nt the villages nnd
ranches. It was a man's Job, and many
nights of tense watchln? had left their
mark on tho boy. So much hung
upon his alertness and common sense.

Many of tho wild tales of border
Midi snrlnc from tho overstrained
iurvi nf sentinels and from the
eagerness of correspondents to supple
ment prosy stories of troop move-

ments and the camp gossip with
yarns of action. Away olT in tho
chaparral or along tho river sands n
aentlnel spies a moving llgure. Night
and loneliness suggest slnl&ler possi-

bilities.
The sentinel challenges. There Is

no reply. He fires two shots for tho
guard, and when tho men come run
ning, rubbing their sleepy eyes with
one hand and gripping rllles with tho
other, the moving llguro has faded
Into the thickets. Often it is nothing
more dangerous than a coyoto or a
atrayed burro, or maybe a miserable
peon trying to slip across the river to
the safety and good food he knows ho
Will find on the American side.

Kllgore had blundered once or twice
and blushed whenever he recalled tho

ommcnts of his company commander.
Company commanders havo a special
Vocabulary for field service, and nine
out of ten among the border guards
would rather bo kicked by a mulo than
bring upon themselves tho stinging
reproof that bad Judgment provokes.

Ten miles to tho north, along the
branch lino of the St. Louis, Hrowns-Vlll- a

and Mexico Railroad which crawla
westward for eighty miles from Har-llng-

to Samfordyce, aro 2:.,000 troops
quartered In their comfortable camps,

whole brigades from New York, In-

diana. Texas. Illinois nnd half a down
other States, 25,000 good men keen for

, a light end ready to surge to mo iu
Grande In motor trucks, flivver cars
and army wagons, but they must not
be shaken from their blessed slumber
whenever a border guard thinks ho

sees the skirmishers of an advancing
enemy.

Generals get red In tho fico When
uch mistakes are made and they havo

a way of passing their anger down thi
line through colonels and captains
and lieutenants until their bad temper
lights upon the particularly offending
private. Columns of men and truck
trains must not bo sent prllmelt over
half made military roads and thumped
across treacherous arroyos merely be-

cause a kid sentinel suffers from
nerves.

Kllgore watched carefully, his night
Class sweeping tho river Minus, study-
ing every object along tho winds.
eerutlnlzlng the big Hat bottomed
boat that serves as n ferry between
Heynosa, tho considerable town on tho
Mexican side, and Hidalgo; scrutlnlz-In- g

tho waste of mcsqulte and chapar-
ral and hummocks of drifted sands
that stretch away to tho south Into
mysterious Mexico; prying among tho
curious shadows of thn Mexican quar-
ter, studying their silent jicnls; body
rigid, every ncrvo kerned, ready to
sound a real alarm.

It was outpost duty of tho most try-
ing sort. Upon Kllgnm's good eye-eig- ht

and common sonso mhrht depend
peace or war. It wjs a possibility.

From whero ho swung his heels hi
levelled glass gave him a wide weep
of country fairly visible in the rich
moonlight. The river, taking a ure-i- t

curve as it swung between thn Ameri-
can Hidalgo and the Mexican Iieynos.'i,
showed utmost as clear us by diy, Its
muddy, shallow channel hardly wider
than llrnadway. Hut the 1'aht was
tricky and dcreptlvn os It bathed

and there were many
0p streteVeH 1 oml'ir black revwillnir
nothing. The night was full or nolsca

the whistling nf river blnU that
gtlr iet before and Just after mid
night, tho far off challenge of a

sTTI

Sjddenly Kllgore swore under his
breath nnd his glass held steady upon
the blackthorn tangle u quarter of a
mile neros the Rio Grande. Ho
watched It nn hour, then when his re-

lief appeared, surrendered his post
without I'onliJ'iig to his comrade what
lm had seen.

In the morning he reported to his
commandrr. Capt Ned Green.

Thought you'd like to know. sir.

RAILROAD
By OLIN L. LYMAN.

llT""H!t!IA!,H you think the hard
V headed lions of the railroad

game have no hearts?"
The speaker was a prominent execu-

tive cf tho Now York Central nnd
HuAion River Railroad Compiny. Fur
forty years he served several nf tho
big transcontinental lines of America
and li.j acqii'iiiitauco with kings of the
steel rails Is largo,

,nv St'N limn who Is acquainted
with the burly burly of your exacting
business," 1 replied, "would Imngtne
thnt they need their heart" lor the
sole purpose nf pumping energy."

"That W tlu cumin n conception,"
ho pursued. "Tho public voids pf the
relentless warfare for business, of the
iron fl"t cptolted in deals and In direc-
torates, So pcnplo doubt thn existence
of tho human Hide. Yet If you pause
to think, this fide must exist
or tho who'e fabric- - which Is built
upon personal rnupcrntli u nf apprecia-
tion and sen Ice falls to tho ground.

"I knew the Into .linncs J. Hill very
l e

employ of lac Great Northern, with
hendquarlcra In St. I 'mil. Mr. Hill
then was supposed to have 'retired.'
Ho hail 'ret red' like the boys in the
I'.uropcnn trenches did after the peace
ship Failed with Henry Ford and his
(:oiuimnto:i.

"J in Hill was a very unusual man.
Hn never bored anybody. Men alter-
nately bated and loved him. Many
spiead broailc.'i't tho misinformation
that his heart, simply served ns a
ticker.

"There was a lcaeun for this. He

The Mexican Border Is a Real Frontier These Days and Both Officers
and Privates Have to Be Diplomats as Well as Soldiers,

Ready Equally for Fight or Frolic
that the Mexlcanos are occupying a
trench Just over the river."

"Nonsense!" said the Captain.
"What do they want with a trench
over there? You've been seeing
things, Kllgore."

"1 don't want to contradict you, sir,
but I know what I am talking about.
If you will visit me 1 will
show you something that may nurprlso
you."

Tho company commander sat for
two hour in the old bell tower sixty
feet above the plaza that night fight- -
lug mosquitoes with a bite like tho
Jab of a red hot needlo nnd Jibing the
guard occasionally for falling to make
good. Then, so hour after midnight,
thcro was a tiny flash of fire' In the
blackness of the chaparral, a mere
pin point of red.

Presently another fire point sprang
up. then another and another, until
there was a long and orderly line of
minute lights. They ran as straight
as the lights of Fifth avenue. Some-
times they brightened. Sometimes they
went dull. Capt. Green stared In
amazement. Then ho laughed.

"I tako It back, Kllgore," he said,

"You were right. It's n linn of
trenches, of course There's nothing
to do but keep nn eyo on those fel
lows. It's hard to say what they are
up to."

"Their cigarettes gave the Mum
away." said tho Captain In ro'allng
this llttlo episode of tho border patrol
"There bti't a Mexican alive who
go an hour without burning tobacco.
They had taken every other precau
tion to avoid being spotted, but llnully
on" of them had to light up. Then
he pateod his glowing cigarette to the
next man nnd so It went all along the
trench nc. It was better than n
movlu show."

Krom where wc sat In nn ancient
hotel from which proprietor and guests
hi.d long since ncd and which was
used now as barrncka and oltlcc by tho
company of border guards, tho house
tops of Reynosa across and a llttlo up
the river were plainly visible. A tall
tower, llko the court house tower In
Hidalgo, rose above the red nnd blue
and yellow roofs, so colorful In their
setting of dark green verdure.

EXECUTIVES SHOW HARD HEADS BUT WARM HEARTS
tho

This tho
Kiss money couiii

would chased boy
ho would tell everybody

that Mr. Hill's ihcart was mado of the
stuff you put in the top of refriger-
ators.

"Mr. did things that proved the
contrary, never megnphoncil
his good deeds, Hero's a story that
fell my It ehows
'soft' of Jim Hill.

"Some years a wy 12 years old
stealing a rldo on ono of the Great
Northern trains U. I'aul fell
under thn wheels ami lost leg, a
few days an ndjuntcr of Great
Northern Interviewed tho He
asked the llttlo fellow thought
tho Great Northern owed him.

'"That's all right,' replied tho little
chip, 'You 1 hndn't any business
to on car. I'd run away from
home, and I'd stole tho rldn on the
railroad, an' I Just got what was
rotnln' to me, that's No, tho road

i'.'
"Tho adjuster, marvelling, went

away. He told the story at tin otllco
mid In t linn It reached Jim Hill.

"'Somebody who admits thnt a rall-ron- d

doesn't owe htm anything?' Mr.
Hill asked. 'Is ho human''

"'Less ono leg,' 'Of
course, he's only a boy, Thnt might
account for It.'

"'1 never met a young boy yet who
didn't consider that lh world owed

everything.' replied tho trail
btascr. think this youngster la
worth Investigating.

The Cnptuln passed his glass. It
brought closo and clear the figure of

Mexican soldier upon tho Reynosa
watch tower studying us us Intently
ns we scrutinized him.

They nro always on the Job,"
taugherl Green, "but they haven't tried
to pull off any fancy buulness for somu
time. A few weeks iiro ono of the
civil functionaries over thrio figured
he could orgnnlzo n llttlo laid nt.d re
lieve tho despised grlngois horses
nnd provisions and cash. They might
havo got away with It, but a friend of
inlno In the Constitutionalist army
tipped mo off, and wo wcro so ob-

viously ready for them all along tho
river, with every ford and crossing
heavily guarded, that they decided to
wait until nnothcr day."

"A Mexican oillcer warned you,
Captain?"

"Sure," laughed Green. "There's
lot of that going on under the stir

I

'mere nro good nomtirci f lowest
Mexlcanos. they den t

, reviling h:s hear- -
wane irounio il can do visitors,)olntltu? ns

ued over shl,uK1crg
visit with sit my ,, ,,,, ,

tobacco and my grub so on.
I their , Mtxlmm ,or

bosses pretty sore. I enjoyed it
a.id so did they.

"Recently nn order went out
Cnrranz.i or Obrcgon or Nnfnrreto or

In nuthorlty over there that
theio must be no more visiting, and
so my friends come no mote. How-
ever, they p qu.to apt to keep tuo
posted, them send
over i. n the quiet for a of corn
for their horses."

It was noon as we talked. A
strc, mi of Mexican. mnstlv old men

women, a few children, ragged
dirty to an Incredible degree, was

moving to the ferry burdened with
sacks of Hour, with groceries and cal-

ico sides of bacon.
tre.ntn, empty handed as was com-

ing from feny. Slim, brown
belabored their burros. The

Cnlted States customs Inspector
walked the lines, this,
fingering that and Jerking out a few

Spanish ns he performed his
duty of seeing that nothing contra-
band crossed the river. veterinary
with a big Colt strapped to his hip

employee was
employee

ins jo!) gooa-n- y nn impetus j inni nun no pur-th-

Jar his hack teeth loose, i bigger legs us grew,
Thereafter

notice.

ago
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boy.
ho

see
bo

all.

was told,

hln'i
'I

of

of

rtmm;

somebody

Ho put pieparntory
school college. Mr. Hill figured
tho worth a HiiliMimtl.il In
life nnd reports nro that young
man Is developing as tho veteran ex-
pected.

"Moreover, Mr. Hill looked up the
father. Ho wan a discouraged

division of Me-fo-

Central acquired that mail
was diversely mh iuolick'
and tho 'Hot ten Wool Rusty
Ralls,'

"When the road being developed
and oxfnnded to meet Dm growing

needs the country
named ns I In

did yeoman's tervlce for
but to uciept rcspnnslbln
with n lino. figured

lu ndmlnlstratl.
Canadian before

hlii ngu.
RuBrnll one the sternest

who ever any
railroad I he

systems In North America
had its under him.

examined tho few thin burros nnd
rickety horses.

"You roe?" Green, "The em-

bargo on food 1ms relieved to a
limited extent and the Mexicans are
now permitted to come over here and stay

a rations. up river conditions apt to wrong If
there thousands that liter-- 1 they nro not worked to the limit
ally If they couldn't i They get That
get n food supply on this urn
7ots to feci sorry for the very old

tho poor pinched faced babies.
They suro getting a rotten deal In

life."
A ranchman In Hidalgo to try to run

down stolen stock came out of tho
ahack they call a custom house
crossed the plnza, roughly e'bowlng
through a group of Mexicans. Some
moved too to suit him and
damned them up One
sees n good deal sort thing

'along tho border nnd gets to wonder- -
' Ing If the general attitude of regarding

race, some Mexcnn the of God'samong the nnd CWUurcs, of him In
u ovo-.um- . ,Bi of ,,!ni t0

"Some of them to coma uwfu,
nnd me. nnd smoke ,,, .,,,..,,,, ,,,

and
; fpcl

big

in
and some of still

and and
and

nnd Another

the

tapping

of

A

nuy,

near

yet.

him
and

It

something to do with sullensuppose that would made

thin

faced
boys

along

words

boy

asked

day's

of them dirty. M. st
hem lazy. Somo of them

utterly confirmed liars. Hut feels
Inclined to doubt that tho contempt
.md (li.i'.lko frankly displayed
somo classes of Antrriruis npt to
Improve International relations or to
make better feeling between the
two The Mexican may not
understand why he Is Idealized In
Washington cursed nlotiK the
Iwrdcr.

most patrol squads,
Capt. Green's command is
mucin the world as If ;t
were down In the Brazilian Jungle.
A thin strand cf telephone wire con-
nects It with Mission, nn the railroad

miles to tho north, where there
are thousands of troops encamped.

trucks come along every day
so stores of and lee, but

aro no amusements or relaxa-t'on- s,

few visitors to break monnt-cn- y,

nothing to enliven the deadly dul-nes- 8

or to relieve loneliness. There
Isn't a motion picture show within ten

Come visit, smoke and eat.

lay's

echoed cutting

mi ni.L.ier. iin ut.in,.ii with nersonnl

section
looters

rallrond

nf

system,
railroad

various

slowly

of

unseens oiiice, no
switch views to

meet another
chance.

"Among who returned, In-

tending to
man

llvo
Watertown,

engineer of the

Rus.Mil

did of but
finally

Russell's
of thn

Within l.nndis
nn 'hiokle' riding

miles. There Is no band. society
of women Is denied men.

"What do you do to
cheerful?" asked the Captain.

"Work 'cm," he that
In this climate nnd under

All the are go
are would of

to ctidtiranc.'. no booze.

for
urn

lit!

'he

of

one

out
M ,,,, 0(T

eat

are
nro are

one

so by
are

for

as
cut off

set

ten

Motor
or

to

iiim

as-

sumption

would tho same Hulcldo
where tho mercury stands at 125 de-
grees any day in tho nun Is lei-ilo-

100 In the shade.
"I take on hikes, set

them to Improving cam, think up
lot of things. We up little vaude-
ville shows among ourselves whenever
wo extra energy. It's a
life, border

"Do know what beit
of Well. It would bo to
somo good djhin whisk Gar-
den show bodily bring
Churchill's Jack's along It-- only

one night."
Green's command Is better off than

squads. It Is nearer to the
railroad base It gets Ice
regularly. In a a

up with of the world.
tin. ..II .t.n, I a'ui mi uiuiiK mo inn uiv

Vl . , 1 r. v. TI.....I . ..M1 ............
111 Ul U llll', UMIII

Matnmnras; Hidalgo, Santa Maria,
Rio Grande, Lured acres

Nuevo Iiredo, the border pitrols
on the most responsible nerve
wrecking against the dclls
of loneliness wonder whether
work Is goltig to anything or
not. Some day Kipling or Servlss

j or Cane Grey will discover ti n- -
of an new frontier nnd

will them they belong, with

be

flro

Mm Vnrtlil Mnlllilni! ,..! ' "c w
" " ain i nniM.T..vt, I.H,i niH r.rl lc luii"ii iu .... "

fiction squarely
fact.

border.

notify the civalry detachment to take
Green brought out the orders llUn,

Instructions his mm- - ;. will between
mand. tell In

do not require elaboration pro-- 1 Coinmiiider tho guard
the reader sharply defined ,.xl,tI,ir.o all sentinels report

picture of border patrol ,,0r,.,,t .lt,d best Instructed.
tho main requirements of ,n.rjN of will examine

patrolling: reliefs once mi
1. watch In All telephone lie
dltectlons for rockets. swcred at guard house.
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fimllv is the ",me tnem secur been In In
myriad Hill to-di- n saloon opposite station i mod to ivn on this

"Tho late f Russell, on "aterlown, N. on myself. I got lleliln' boozo too
the Central force, a fine

1,1 11,10 w"n Mr' l!",!l'"'h nn' got let out. That twenty
man," itliiuedtlmotllcl.il. "Russell windows. ago.'
was years of I Jn Jin time somo of tho most skilled .Tlle young hopped down
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track things. I ou'ro
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w,is n d enough.
"When Russell went Canada

t mid soon a
Soon after died

was made eug.tienr nnd helped mlu-cat- n

"So. to the kindly
the steel II K.

old .1 irit n
y return.

"i Jim paw- - Is a humble
position thn division at

thn fur good.
I'ei-- and

climbing the i nisti im ladder
ryrtem, Tit r the

llniiurl.il louih'imi nt the
dun to Mr thn martinet

who laid no ''

10. All of the river at
lu mid all crossing dut.ng l!w
day ih illegal those made ut the
cuitom house.

No Mildlers are permitted to go
int'i tlm iner.

12. No shooting uny kind is per-

mitted along the river
S. Soldiers at this station are

their between
taps and lexellln. Those out of
lamps wlli ln tnluii to their cnmpi.

rs belonging to this cump will
t.il.i a to guard house.

To cull the guard, lire two
To f'T tho to

n nut, flro tic allots rapidly nnd
continue to tire uipldly.

There aro minor oiiUrs nnd addi-

tional instructions lu thn but
much has to left to the intelligence
mul good Judgment tho cliwstid
men.

Tho of Madera lies bark
the mrsqulte thickets mar th

Rio Grand'.-- and west HidaU'n.
U more exposed to attack than Hldilgo
and lncesant has to kept
against raiders, gun runners md ph.n
smugglers, l.leut. Jim of thn

Texas organized m.llt.i
here with a h ilf cmi 'ii j of

lean, land l.ui. a'. t.i hi.-th-

only lm" tnufs ground
Madera Is simply a voile turn of

thatched huts with tin-
Mexican betr The Tct ns .i

within a furl, litem'- il

are protected on cv- - r side f'- i. at
tack. ai- ru-e- d t

qiiulrangle half tin., a N' A

York city block, urn, md ,i

mud wall four feet high.
Dirt roads, deep In in dr

weather and knee deep In gluey
In weather, lead to f e II'
Grande, shot from camp. ('

M.ideru. Hidalgo Is a gain-s-

ort. are only two amusements
waiting fur the null and shunting

wild doves.
another, perhaps- - frNklnc

the Mexican population of aims I-

llegally possessed. often Ken-drlc- k

must make the of the
countryside to collect the ani
ammunition that nccumulato mys
teriously, his has to
show an arsenal of lent and de-

cayed new automatics.
soft nosed bullets notched to

them mushroom, ugly kntvei.
must be rout iled up or

trouble sure to result, and
rounding them Is no easy Job. It
takes diplomacy.

Wo to the river hank an1
watched the yellow water surrirg
over quicksands and bars. Kendrick
pointed a big of horse
that were feeding along the Mexican

"Stolen, them," he snM.
"Cut out lunches nnd slipped
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